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CITRUS HIGH SCHOOL

2015-2016
COURSE INFORMATION
ENGLISH I HONORS
Parents and Students:

Welcome to your English class! Please use this as a guide to help you get organized and begin class more relaxed and prepared to learn. I truly believe communication between parents, students, teachers, and administration is essential, and I encourage communication throughout the school year. Let’s work together to have a positive and rewarding semester.

CONTACT INFORMATION


Teacher:



Mrs. Kyler Shelton-Kirby



Phone/e-mail:



(321) 285-6435 (Personal office line) 






sheltonk@citrus.k12.fl.us
RESOURCES / MATERIALS

Textbook:
Florida Collections 9
Required Materials:
#2 Pencils or Blue/Black Pens

One 1 ½ inch, three ring binder

Five dividers


Loose Leaf College ruled paper


Highlighter

GRADING PROCEDURES
Citrus High School utilizes the statewide grading scale:


A
90-100



B
80-89




C
70-79


D
60-69




F
0-59


Grading Policy: Grades will be based on the total points system:

1) Test, Projects, and Essays = 25%
2) Summer Reading Project (1st grading period only) = 5%
3) Quizzes = 15%
4) Class work = 10%

5) Participation = 10%

6) Homework = 15%

7) Term exams = 20%

Progress Reports: Report cards are issued at the end of each quarter.  Parents will also be able to monitor student grades through Skyward this semester and can create an account to view grades at home.  
Missed Assignments: Assignments must be completed on time. Late work will be accepted based on the following: It is the student’s responsibility to ask for make-up work. Makeup work should be requested on the day the student returns to school. Students can easily find their missed work on the teacher website (http://kylersheltonkirby.weebly.com/).

Excused Absences- Only excusable through the attendance office. I do not have the ability to excuse an absence.   Students are allowed the same number of days for make-up work as the number of days absent (not to exceed 6 days). Extenuating circumstances are determined by the teacher and administrator. Tests/quizzes will be taken the day the student returns. There will not be any extra days given for tests/quizzes. 

Unexcused Absences- Students will not be allowed to make up work for unexcused absences. They may complete the work and turn it in before the absence is excused and has been cleared in Skyward, but a zero will be given until the absence is excused. 

Late Work- Students will receive a score deduction of ten percent per day that the assignment is late. If a student has an excused absence, it is the student’s responsibility to get their missed assignments and to turn them in within allotted period. Students with unexcused absences do not get the same 3 day leniency as stated above. 
If students are absent when a long-term assignment (work that has been in progress for a week or more) is due, it should be turned in immediately upon the student’s return to school. A grade of “zero” will be given for work that is not turned in by the student.
CLASSROOM RULES 
I. Be Prompt
All students are expected to arrive to class on time.  When a student arrives late they must have a valid note from a teacher or the attendance office.  Any work missed due to an unexcused tardy will result in a zero. A tardy will be counted if the student comes into class after the final bell. Students who arrive late due to their previous class must have a pass in hand. 
II. Be Prepared
Each student is to come prepared to work with required class materials. Assignments are to be turned in on time.  Late work will be given partial credit with the exception of absent make-up work.  Students have 3 days to complete work when they are absent (excused).
III. Be Productive
No iPods, MP3 players, CD players, phones, or video games are allowed to be used in the classroom. Candy, sunflower seeds, and drinks are not permitted in the classroom, but students may have a water bottle. Come to class ready to learn and no sleeping! English is a required class to graduate and students need to remain focused. 
IV. Be Polite

Raise your hand and wait for permission before speaking.  Others are trying to learn, so please do not disturb the classroom environment by randomly blurting out loud.  I expect students to respect themselves, other students, and school faculty. We have a lot of classroom discussions and each person is encouraged to share their opinions and to be tolerant of differing opinions. Offensive language (cursing) is not tolerated. Students will be warned once, and regular occurrences will result in detentions.
V.        Be Positive

Work hard, remain positive toward learning, and don’t complain. Be open-minded and confident. Whining will not generate the response you are seeking from me! 
	CONSEQUENCES - BROKEN RULES

	1st Offense:
Verbal Warning

2nd Offense:
Parent Contact / Seat Change 
3rd Offense:
Detention / Parent Contact / Conference  
4 or More offenses: Automatic Referral to the Office


Classroom Procedures and Routines
	· Bell Work – All students are to be working when the bell rings.

	· Daily Agenda/Notes – I will have an outline of the daily activities, objectives, notes and homework on the board each day.

	· Attendance – I will take attendance while bell work is being completed. Students must bring a note from home to be turned in to the Attendance Office if they are absent.

	· Bathroom Policy – Each student is required to carry a pass. Students are to sign out the pass when leaving and re-entering the classroom. 

	· Reading & Homework Requirements- Reading will be emphasized on a daily basis. Homework and projects are assigned randomly to be completed at home.


WRITING EXPECTATIONS
Writing is a process that will be continually practiced throughout the semester. Students will get the opportunity to improve their writing skills and push themselves as they prepare for college, the military, or the workforce. These are the expectations for each paper that is written: 
· Rough drafts may be written by hand. Final drafts must always be typed. 
· Students must follow MLA guidelines (http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/)
· Must use blue/black ink or pencil. I will not accept papers written in greens, blues, pinks, etc. 

· Name, date, and block must be written/typed in the top corner of the paper

· Absolutely no plagiarism. If a paper is plagiarized in any amount, the student will receive a zero for the assignment. No exceptions. Making sure that your work is your work is very important. I want to hear your thoughts and opinions: not Joe Shmoe’s from Sparknotes.com. Your best bet is to NEVER use the internet for additional sources until you can learn how to successfully cite the information into your paper without plagiarizing. 
(Wikipedia = bad)
· Every paper can be rewritten and resubmitted for a higher grade. I will always give corrections and suggestions, and you are encouraged to make the effort to make the correct changes and resubmit. If you receive a 50% on your first paper, you can resubmit as many times as you need to reach 100%. Writing is a constant learning process and I understand that it won’t happen easily the first time. 
Notebook Checks: 

Having the required materials is part of your grade. You must have your 1 ½ inch binder and dividers for your notebook check. Notebook checks will be done randomly. This is to ensure that you consistently take notes, complete your bell work and ticket out assignments, and that you learn techniques to get organized. I firmly believe that in order to be successful, you must keep your notebook organized. Your notebook is one of the first grades you will receive in the class, and you must have it the Monday of our second week. If not, you will lose points. It is a homework grade. Students will not be able to leave their notebooks in the classroom without permission. Points will be taken off if the following requirements are not met. Your notebook will be organized as follows: 

· Syllabus- Always needs to be in front of your dividers. You can easily refer to it if you have any questions. 

· Dividers:

· Unit 5- all notes, vocabulary, assignments, quizzes, tests, and projects completed for unit 5 will be kept chronologically BEHIND this tab
· Unit 2- all notes, vocabulary, assignments, quizzes, tests, and projects completed for unit 5 will be kept chronologically BEHIND this tab

· Unit 6- all notes, vocabulary, assignments, quizzes, tests, and projects completed for unit 5 will be kept chronologically BEHIND this tab

· Unit 4- all notes, vocabulary, assignments, quizzes, tests, and projects completed for unit 5 will be kept chronologically BEHIND this tab

· Graded Work- You will need to keep all of your graded work in your binder. Questions on tests/quizzes will come from material we’ve completed in class, so it’s important to use the graded work as a studying tool. It is also helpful to check grades on Skyward to make sure your English teacher is always on her toes! 
· Textbook checks- Students must bring their textbook with them every day. If a student does not bring their textbook then they are unable to participate in class reading and assignments, so they will lose participation points for the day. If a textbook is left in the classroom I will turn it in to the media center. It is the student’s responsibility to bring their own book. 
· iPad Use- It is the teacher’s discretion when to use iPads in the classroom. iPads will be utilized for many assignments and projects, but students are held to the district’s guidelines and policies when using the iPad in the classroom. Any violations will result in disciplinary actions and prevention of use in the classroom. 
“Organizing is what you do before you do something, so that when you do it, it is not all mixed up.”

· A.A. Milne (English Humorist, creator of Winnie-the-Pooh)
EXTRA CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES:
Extra credit is based on my belief that students should consistently be helping others in the community and in their own school. Opportunities will be given throughout the semester and the activity and points allotted are decided by the teacher. I welcome the opportunity to hear suggestions from the students. Below is the one constant extra credit opportunity that I will offer this year. 
I. Pop Tops- I collect soda can pop tops to help raise money for the Ronald McDonald House of Central Florida in St. Petersburg, FL, associated with All Children’s Hospital. The hospital collects the tops to trade in for money, which is then in turn used to help fund the volunteer based organization. Students will be given 5 points for every 25 tabs brought in. Max 50 points each grading period. I will take every pop top, even though extra credit won’t be given after the max 50 points. This is my passion and I’d like for my students to help me spread the word throughout the school. 
Goodreads.com
Goodreads.com is like a Facebook, but for books! Students are encouraged to try the site, sign up for free, and keep track of books they have read, would like to read, and are currently reading. Students can find their friends, find book suggestions, join an online book club, or take quizzes about their favorite books. 
RETURN THIS PAGE ONLY
Parents: Sign and return this sheet to me. It is critical that I get this sheet back from each student to ensure communication between all parties. The due date for this assignment is posted on the website and will count as 25 points of a homework grade. (Website: http://kylersheltonkirby.weebly.com/). 
I would like to point out that every student in my classroom begins class with an A+.  You must take responsibility to maintain that ‘A’ throughout the semester.   Be proud of your accomplishments!  
Print Student Name _________________________Block____ Grade______ 
Student Signature _______________________________________
Print Parent/Guardian Names ______________________________
Parent Signature_________________________________________

PARENT EMAIL______________________________________________

Parent Contact Information   ___________ cell phone________________work/ home phone
Preferred means of Communication (One or More) ______ call ______ text ______ email

Special Comments/Concerns___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

	*All school policies and regulations apply in our classroom per Student Code of Conduct 
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Citrus High School

Home of the Hurricanes!

600 W. Highland Blvd. 

(352) 726-2241

